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AT-HOME PROJECT

Historical Fiction

Cereal Box Book Report

Due on Monday, January 13th
Historical fiction  tells a story that is set in the past.  That setting is usually real and drawn from history, and often contains actual historical persons, but the principal characters tend to be fictional.

Your student has chosen to read the book listed below.  This book falls within your student’s reading range and they have read the summary and the first chapter or two of the book.  They are NOT ALLOWED to switch books once this sheet has been filled out and sent home.  They may read their book at home and/or at school.
Title of book:  _____________________________________________ Level:  ______

Once your student finishes reading the entire book, they are required to take an Accelerated Reader (AR) test on their book.  They may take this test at home or at school during our computer lab time.  If they pass the AR test, they may begin their project.  The grade on this project will drop ten percentage points for each day it is late.  Your project’s neatness and creativity should reflect the month you were given to complete it.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please sign and return this bottom portion only.

I am aware that my child, __________________, has a book report due on Monday, January 13th.  I have read the attached requirements and understand that this project is to be completed AT HOME.

Parent Signature: ________________________________________Date:__________

Requirements of the Cereal Box Book Report*: 

1) Cover a cereal box with white or light colored paper.  Make sure you are still able to open the top of the box to put the prize inside (see #7).

2) FRONT OF THE BOX:  Include the name of the cereal and a picture.  Invent a name for the cereal that is related to the title of the book and sounds like a cereal.  Do not use the exact title of the book.  You may want to look at some real cereal boxes to get some ideas.  Choose a shape for the cereal as well as colors and ingredients that all relate to the book.   For example:  for “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone”, you might invent a cereal called Wizard Wands, a toasted oat cereal in the shape of miniature lightning bolts.

3) RIGHT SIDE OF BOX:  Make a list of ingredients that includes the story elements characters and setting.  Under the heading “Ingredients”, list the main characters and write a sentence about each one.  Then describe the setting.  You can use the template on the attached sheet or do it in your own way.  Just make sure you include the MAIN character and the setting.

4) LEFT SIDE OF THE BOX:  Write a summary that describes the main problem (conflict) and the solution (conflict resolution) of the book.  Try words that will “grab” readers’ attention and make them want to buy your cereal.  You can use the attached template or do this in your own way.

5) BACK OF THE BOX: Design a game that is based on the story.  It can be a puzzle, a word search, a word scramble, a maze, a crossword puzzle, a hidden picture illustration, or any other fun activity that might be found on the back of a cereal box.  Make sure it includes information FROM THE BOOK.

6)  TOP OF THE BOX:  Include the title of the book, the author, number of pages, and number of stars you would give this book if you were a book critic.  The maximum number of stars is five stars.  You can use the included template or create the top of the box yourself as long as you include all of the things listed above.

7)  PRIZE: Cereal boxes often include a prize.  Your prize must be something the main character could have used in the book or something that reminds you of the main character.  You can even include a picture of the prize on the front of your box to let the reader know what is inside the box.

8) ORAL PRESENTATION:  Your presentation will be a 30 - 60 second television commercial.  Practice your commercial at home to make sure of the wording and the timing.  Do not just encourage the audience by using opinion words (great, exciting, interesting, best, good, etc.), but also by featuring elements of the book: scenes, facts, setting, characters, etc.  Be dynamic and try to convince the audience to buy the cereal whether you liked the book or not.  Cereal has nutritional value and is “good for the body”.  Tell your classmates why this book would be good for them.  Optional:  be a character from the book when you present your commercial to help “sell” your product.  The oral presentations will be video recorded, at school, the week of January 13th.  Students ARE allowed to record their videos at home, but must send them to school on a flash drive by, no later than, January 13th.
* If students need any glue, scissors, markers, construction paper, etc., they are more than welcome to get these materials from school.  Just send a list of the things you need into school and I will send them home!
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